CHAP. VI.                    INTEJRDJLCT OF LEON.                           309

Pontiff. But their representations of the effects of the
interdict enforced the consideration of the Pope. They
urged the danger as to the heretics. When the lips of
the pastors of the people were closed, the unrefuted
heretics could not be controlled by the power of the
King. New heresies spring up in every quarter. How
great, too, the danger as to the Saracens ! The religious
services and the religious sermons alone inflamed the
valour of the people to the holy war against the mis-
believers; their devotion, now that both prince and
people were involved in one interdict, waxed cold. Nor
less the danger as to the Catholics, for since the clergy
refused their spiritual services, the people refused their
temporal payments; offerings, first-fruits, tithes, were
cut off; the clergy were reduced to beg, to dig, or,
worse reproach, to be the slaves of the Jews. The Pope,
with great reluctance, consented to relax the severity
of the interdict, to permit the performance of the sacred
offices, except the burial of the dead in consecrated
ground; this was granted to the clergy alone as a
special favour. But the King himself was still under
the ban of excommunication; whatever town or village
he entered, all divine service ceased; no one was to
dare to celebrate an act of holy worship. This mandate
was addressed to the Archbishop of Oompostella and to
all the bishops of the kingdom of Leon.6

But his wife had been still further endeared to the
King of Leon by the birth of a son;f and so regardless
were the Leonese clergy of the Papal decree, that the
baptism of the child was celebrated publicly with the
utmost pomp in the cathedral church of Leon. Innocent

Epist. ii. 75.

Thi son by Teresa had died in infancy.   Manaoa, foe. c#.